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Accumulation of various materials from China.
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Brown—Eared Pheasant

Brown—eared Pheasanl

Brown—eared pheasant belongs 1o
eared pheasant genus in the tragopan fami-
ly. Such: genus consists of white=cared.
brown—eared and blue—eared pheasants,
all mative to China. With the smallest num-
ber. the brown—ecared pheasant distributes
only in north Hebei and northwest Shanx
provinees. It is listed for top protection by
the Chinese Government and has aroused
world's attention. [t has been listed first
calegory animal under the protection by

the Convention on International Trade in
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Endangered Species of Wild Flora and
Fauna, The image of the brown—eared
pheasant isancluded in the emblem of the
Warld Pheasent Associalion.

Large in size. the brown—eared pheas-
ant weights about 2,500 grams each, It is
difficult to distinguish & male pheasani
from female one through their appearance
As most of the feathers are brown. the bird
was called "He” by ancient Chinese.and
tragopan or eared pheasant by foreigners
because it has a handlul of white feather
behind ils ears stretching up lo ils head
looking like two horns or erecting ears. The
reason” why the brown—eared pheasant is
also called “horse pheasant” is because il
always holds up its tail feathers, which are
long and large just like a fluffy horse tail.

Brown—eared pheasants live in the

woods al an alutude from 12000 meters o

LR ]

2,500 meters -above sea level a
raund

They are not skilled in los
ying hut good at running as th
shrong

Late spring 15 the breeding
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Pere David’s Deer

Milu. or Pere David s Deer. belongs Lo
ariodactyl mammals n the
Cervidae. Largen size. a deer is two me

19 = : >
ters lone. 1.2 melers high and M)

kilograms. It is brown of coai with lighi
colour in the chest and stomach and has
long tail with thick hair and large hoofs. A
male deer grows antlers. of which the front
one has branches.Milu is known as 31 Bu
Xiang” (four unlike animals)lis antlers
look Jike deer’s neck like camel’s tail like
donkev’s and hoofs like ox's. But the ani-
mal does not belong to any of these species.
Milu is also called Pere David's Deer be-
cause il was discovered by a French Catho-
lic priest. Pere David. for the first time and
then introduced to Europe.

Native o China, Milu already has
heen extinel in the wild. Although zoolo-

gists are interested in the study of the peri-

s bt de e

i LKA

[= | il ey ]
collect enough histornical materials o
ing to the uncarthed foss

Milu and its sub—species. Milu

in northern China and boomed ar

Chma 1 late Pleistocene he n

end af the
120 Mil
lock of M
aiily as 3
motls. food

was fond of raising anin
ted 18 Milu in his large
Abbey. England between 1884 and

According Lo the 1982 statistic
was raised in 119 places of 25 coun
number topped 1.100.

In 1956. the British Zoology
sent twa pairs of Milu to China. I
ago. a baich of British—raised !
turned to their homeland—MNan
Bejjing and began new life. Sor
raised baby Milu. The Chinese Mi
Posts and Telecommnications has
sel of special stamps on Milu to m
propagation.
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The Outlaws of the Marsh—A Literary
erpiece of Ancient China

The novel “"Qutlaws of the Marsh” is
known tocall in China and even women and
children can tell parts of the stories about
the 108 generals in this literary masterpiece
of ancient China.

The novel depicts peasants’ uprising
headed by Song liang in the MNorthern
Song Dynasty (960=1127).8hi Nai‘an and
Luo Guanzhang in the Ming Dynasty
(1368—1644) wrole the novel, China's first
such describing the whole process of peas-
ants‘uprising on the basis of folk stories
scripts for story—telling. folk literature and
dramas in the Song and Yuan dynasties.

The novel describes how Gao Qiu and
Cai Jing bullied others on the strength of
their powerful connections or position;
how the upper influential officials commit-
ted all manner of crimes and how cruel and

decadent Zhang Dujian, Jiang Menshen

and other lower—class  corrupt officials

“driven to revoll”. the novel 1
cess of peasanis’uprising
can:start a prairie fire”. The
fer official posis (o Lh
banded together on a1

in’ what today 15 Shand
brought the uprising u

then: the:insurrectiona

cept amnesly and serve th
tora miserable upshot.

With, traditional Chinese
painiting .charactenzed by hing brushwork
and clase attention to detail. the stamp de-
signer used the painting and modelling of
the Song Dynasty lor reference and made
reasonable artistic exaggeration (o' develop
the firstseries of stamps on “Outlaws of the
Marsh “ on the basis of the first 16 chapters
of the novel. Ineluded are “Sagacious Lu.
the Tauooed Monk., uproots a willow
ree”.. "Lin | Chong shellers from the
snowstorm in the Mountain Spirit Temple”
and “Capturing the Binthday Gift (ireas
ures} by Ruse” which enjoy great

were. With the theme thal peasants were popularity . .
il -‘I
. i ! )
RTINS e T e U TP 7 (S ) g

Page 21/39



Seven Stamps Philately - Stamp lots and collections

SEVEN STAMPS

WOUR COLLECTION, DUR PASSION.

Foto nr.: 22

EEE - IEREEH
(DTT366E)  EEET
‘:f-ﬁ‘ﬁ‘rg‘ﬁﬁ
Bz 486 B - BHMT
Bk DL
- BWAELIE- B
BB RN
BALBE

REEDEE -

B AT
A TERANEES
1R SERENG
A REREE - BE
IFELEFE R
EEREEE - BEE
MESCEISEEE
BN .

Page 22/39



Seven Stamps Philately - Stamp lots and collections

SEVEN STAMPS

WOUR COLLECTION, DUR PASSION.

Foto nr.: 23

Dunhuang

The Dunhuang fres
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Five Prominent Peak

A Distance View from
the Top of Mt. Hua

In the lightening sky I went out alone following no path,

In and out, up and down, penetrating fog and mist,

Rosy mountains and jade streams in glistening confusion.

Then I saw pines and oaks ten spans around,

And stepped on the stones in the current with my bare feel,
With the sound of rushing water and the wind in my clothess=
If life were like this I would be happy:

Why must I be restrained by.other men's fetters?

Alas, my friends and colleagues, bt

Can it be that in old age I shall never retu

As early as two thousand
ognized as one of the five great mﬂ ¥
twenty kilometers east of the anci
sheer cliffs and precipices. Countless
to capture its awesome grandeur. =

Five peaks are most prominent:
Middle Peaks. The South Peak isl
sible only from the North Peak. Indé
one must start the climb at the foot of

Yuquan Garden (Jade Fountain |

today, a mcllnlng statue in the temple dedicated to him. The
path is rough; the rigors of the first stretch — “18 Bends™ — is
only by occasional pauses to savor the surrounding mountai
Eighteen Bends leads to a small basin. From here on, the climb
ever more perilous. Imperial Court officials who made the-cli
dan chairs would end their trip here.

Two words carved into a nearby rock warn: “ Turn Ba
steepness of the path ahead of the steps leading upward look li
der hanging over the cliff. Only those who choose to face th
with strength and courage continue their climb. Only they can g
supreme beauty of Mt. Hua.

The path upward is almost perpendicular. Steps were cut
rock face by travelers who climbed here through the centuries
chains have been installed for support. The crevice of “Thou
Precipice” is only wide enough for one person to pass through
Farther on is another flight of 570 stone steps. Cut out of the s

“Laojun's Furrow” . Laojun, an immortal in Chinese myt
said to have been so moved by the suffering of the people burd
cutting the path that one night he ploughed out a path with h
plough was said to have hung on a rocky hook on the Notth
yond the * Furrow” is the “Monkey’s Frown," a dangerously
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T Yy e

cent that causes even monkeys to gaze upon it with hesitation, Conque
this obstacle and the North Peak greets you with open arms 4 1,520

ters. idge” li
A single “Blue Dragon Ridge” links the North Peak wigp, the foy,

others. Only two or three feet wide, sheer cliffs drop away for thousang
of feet on either side. The path narrows at times so that 1o b forans
along “Ear Touching Cliff", for instance. you my - ; 4
side of the precipice. Finally, in a depression at
with East, West and South Peaks almost sur
you can pause to rest in safety.
On the East Peak. on a plateau call
Sun”, the sunrise is especially magnificeg
five yellowish streaks running vertically'
distance they are like the fingers of a hag
was originally linked to another mounis
flow of the Yellow River. To make a path
of Rivers separated the mountains leaving
the precipice. And so it is called “God's%
non can also be explained by geulogicaI pi
temperature fluctuations caused fissures

southeastern slope of East Peak is a small Ring at the cres
This is the “Chess Terrace”. The King of Q n id to have ong
played chess here with a god. A more reliabEr-We]]s of Emperq
Taizu of the Song dynasty playing chess here with the hermit Xi Yia
in so doing losing Mt. Hua to him. A dainty pavilion sits here on the tg
race.

West Peak is also called “Lotus Peak”. At over two thousand m
ters it is second only to South Peak in height. In beauty, West Peak
second to none. A large stone marks the locale of “Lotus Lantern”. Tl
fairy tale is about a scholar., Liu Yanchang, and the goddess whom
met one day on the road. They fell in love, married and had a chi
whom they named Chenxiang. By marrying a mortal. however, the go
dess violated the laws of Heaven and for this she was punished: crushg
underIMt. Hua. Chenxiang grew up. Determining to rescue his moth
he‘ split the mountain in two with a magic axe given to him by a ki
fairy. The goddess was freed. The stone here today bears a mark of U
axe,

Mt. Hua's highest South Peak is cut off from its fellows by a fav
:E the very top is a pool of water. * Looking Up to Heaven Pond
H:::?‘:‘ilh:;i }'?u can touch the sky and pick the stars. (.‘lmn:i*:‘*‘:
sound of Ii’m {:~ ?et And the soughing of pines rises t_“ oy H

cean. All the mountains dwindle in size. In the Qs

Blue Dragon Ridge
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The Ladder to Heaven

the Yellow River flows from the sky.

Ml. Tai. the Sacred Mountain of the East. was the mog
revered of five sacred mountains (of the east. wesL. north. south. ang
center) recognized by Chinese since ancienl times. [t Stands at the edge
of the mountainous region of central Shandong on the :
ter of the North China Plain. e

In 110 B.C. the Han emperor Waudi. “the Marli 8Tor. " came
to Mt. Tai seeking some sign of Heaven's sanclion His plan
was to perform the mysterious feng and shan s 3
nies designed to report the success of the dyn®
and to secure their blessing on its continued p
that Yu the Great himself had performed such
Tai and that hardly more than a ceniury & fc
Emperor of the Qin dynasty, who had unified
history. had come here to repeal them. It was
the Qin, Confucius. whose home at Qufu is ne
Tai once climbed the mountain and from its sup
the world below. '

Not only a way to approach Heaven, the m
ated as a deity and over the centuries acquired &
aura associated with the many shrines and temp r
which made it an important goal for pilgrims se jial and mate-
rial favors as well as for emperors seeking religion
tant temples associated with the mountain are all Ta
them that the pilgrims were attracted: but the ceremonies the emperors
performed were believed to be related to the primary Confucian values
of political harmony and order. and reverence for the mountain as a
source of moral stability and continuity was shared by Confucian and
Taoist alike.

Pilgrims began their ascent from the great temple. the Daimiao. on
the southern flank of Mt. Tai in the town of Taian. The temple is now
dominated by an immense central hall. said to be the third of the threg
great temple buildings in China after the Imperial Palace in Beijing an
the Confucian temple in Qufu. Though the present temple did not exis
when Wudi came to Mt. Tai. the emperor had six cypress trees plant
on the site in honor of the mountain. These remain. in a small gardey
courtyard 1o the right of the main gate. their huge twisted trunks an
silver—grey bark witnessing to their age.

As much in honor of the old cypresses themselves as of the one wh
'F'lfml-..-d them. Wudi's distant successor the Qiunlong emperor of ‘.
Qing dynasty erected a set of three steles depicting the trees. The vl
courtyurd of the temple is filled with other old evergreens. and sever
ginkgo trees seven hundred years old stand behind the main hall. O
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Daguang Peak

Sun Watching Peak

trees are especially revered for their longevity (shou) and endura
(ren), among those traits most prized by the Chinese. Trees establis
kind of living filial continuity with the past, where so much elsg
ephemeral. In the same way, Mt. Tai gained significance nol only :
symbol of endurance and stability. which all mountains were, bul :
repository of the cumulative historical memories of centuries of visi
who honored it and commemorated their visits here

In Han times Mt. Tai was still a wild area and
The mountain’s summit is now reached by an
seven thousand steps. Along the
its stages and pavilions by its si
view. For many pilgrims the pra
spiritual elevation, beginning
through the Middle Gate of
climb becomes more precipil
flight of a thousand steps up.
awesomely at the top of a gor
still some way from the tru

At South Gate to H
the top, a blast of wind
(701-762), celebrated poet of

Soughing at the
Fresh winds from fe

Carved in the rocks all along the path
mountain and commemorating the famous scho
emperors whose visils span more than two millennia. Some inSCT
merely announce the name of a place, point out an interesting sg
exhort the climber in his effort. Others, poems in praise of the m
and bold encomiums by ambitious emperors, are signed b
authors. More than halfway up, on a massive chiff across a can
colossal inscription, the «Ten—Thousand—Foot Stele,” ordere
the Qianlong emperor, whose towering ego matched the propo
his dedication. Nearby the ascent is interrupted by a terrace wit
pavilion and several pine trees. The First Emperor of the ¢
overtaken by a storm here on his way down from the summit in
and found shelter under a large pine tree. In gratitude he con
the tree the rank of an official of the fifth degree, and the title
Song, “Pine Tree of the Fifth Degree.” still adheres 1o the place.

The steady force of the wind blowing across the peak has
stunted the scrubby vegetation. The wind isolates M. Tai's su
the land below like an island of abandoned solitude. A large T¢
ple. its rusted brown roof tiles made of cast iron o withstand
sits in a sheltered depression just below the summit. Dedicate
Princess of the Colored Clouds,” the temple was the prineip:
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 Chinese Toon Terrace

VERET] A B ke ey

Sound of Thunder Temple

and prosperity. Yet they sensed some insecurity in their power
successors would lose what they had achieved or preserved. and
of dssmlugrmun were already visible 1o those who cared td
\u.uunn; presided over a brilliant court celebrated for its refi
and patronage of the aris. but his reign ended i iny

dication. Wudi's successors succumb

economic crisis. The First Empe
though he proclaimed it for 1

Ml. E

China for its magnific
ground caves and for ifs
former Buddhisl's_g‘

of Sichuan Prov

Taoist temples
Eastern Han Dynast
at the end of the 18
in 1949. Buddhist temples
housed thousands of Bud

place for pilgrimages from
several days to make the ascent. st
of the numerous temples or monasier :

Climbers start their ascent of Mt. Eme: at Bdogun anrnple
ly constructed in the 6th century but rebuilt in the 17th. A rug
leads 63 kilometers up the mountain from Baoguo Temple
Summit. named after a glistening bronze hall that once cro
main peak of Mt Emei. The splendid view offered
3,100—meter—high Golden Summit. pinnacle of Mt. Emei. is ¥
the climb. From here one can see overlapping mountaintop
near. Dawn and the morning star generally see clouds grac
and redden in the east. Then suddenly fiery bright clouds pag
sun bursts forth to begin the day. The mountains are instantly
sunlight and crimson clouds fill the sky. By afternoon the sun’s
etrate the clouds and form a circle of violet. indigo. blue. gree
orange and red lights. On the mountaintop. you feel as though
the circle. which moves with your shadow. This is the famed
cious light” or “Buddha’s halo”. which is sunlight deflected b
This “precious light” is M. Emei’s most splendid wonder and
ing point.

The breathtaking view from the top of Mt. Emei has fo
been @ source of inspiration to painters and poelts. including
Tang Dynasty poet. Li H-dl (701=762). who wrote that “Em
than the western heaven.” Its high cliffs and peaks are otten si
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Elephant Bath Pool
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Golden Summit

clouds and mist. Throughout spring and summer. the mou
peted by rhododendrons of various kinds and colors.
Climbers usually descend on the other side of the m
northern path. which is wide and easy 1o follow. and s1op Lo
al Wunniun (Ten—Thousand—Year) Temple. another
cultural relic preserved on Mt Emei. Here
Samantabhadra Hall. built of brick in the 16th
ed and the walls are squire. The 3
with elegant designs in coll j
ue of Samantabhadra mos
Song Dynasty. i ¥
ample of the fin
Towering &
Poyang. with'th
Lushan. its pes

is
century. lis

1 and with its

square kil 18

winding mou

Here. al an alti

(50 * F.). coole

erage temperatu
vacation spot with hal
the visitor to Mt. Lushan
real exploration begins.

Al times. strolling down the streets of this garden ¢
sky suddenly darken, while clouds wrap the streets and
kel of mist. In a short time. however sunlight reclaims {
clouds are gone. The guide will explain to you that Mt.
six months out of the year. The masses of water vapor
Yangtze River and Poyang Lake meet the cooler mount
dense into clouds and mists.

“The Flowerpath™. so named for the many blosso
leads you to an elegant umbrella—shaped pavilion with
In Lhc- pavilion is a stone tablet with the inscription *T
which is believed to have been done by the noted poet
asty Bai Juyi. It is said that not far from this pavilion he
read poem expressing his admiration for the pcuchlx |
mountain. More than a thousand years ago Bai Juyi v
Jiujiang. One day in the late spring he ascended ML
surprised to find the peach blossoms in full bloom W F\cn
of the mountain had already withered. In his deligh
Flowerpath . :

A purk here has u greenhouse where over SO0 ki
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Sunlit Peak

Stone and Pines

cultivated. Among the more unusual species is “A Touch of Fragrance”,
a blossom that does not emit perfume. But touch its leaves and you will
find your hand has been scented. The “Itch Tree” is another botanical
curiosity. It quivers when you touch the bark as though you had tickled

it. \ - - : -
Not far away from Guling, on a cliff 1,050 mefers above sea level, is

Immortal's Cavern where, according to legend, Lt Dongbin cultivated
himself and became one of the Eight Immortals who displayed his m:
ess by crossing the sea. Walk through a round stone

cavern, descend a stone staircase and you come to a rock in |

a toad. Beside it stands a lone pine tree venerable in its o

along the cliff will lead you to the cavern which is tv

eight meters wide and seven meters deep. The top

cone—shaped and a part of the rock resembles a hand.

Hand”. Inside Immortal’s Cavern the air becomes c¢

lowest point you hear the sound of water dripping fr

rocky wall. This water forms a pool which is cal

Spring”. For ten centuries this water has dripped

never overflows. Nor will this crystal clear water g

even if filled to the brim. A coin placed on the surf:

centuries ago were moved to inscribe verses on the ca

spring water flows eternally from the rocks,” “Water drip

ages in the mountain.” Cloud Tea brewed with this spr ' &

mellow and refreshing. Sit beside Immortal’s Cavern in the sha

big tree sipping this elixir of Mt. Lushan and you are sure to
strange rock and cloud formations and the evergreen trees, '-mﬁ"udtng
many redwoods, of this idyllic mountain resort.

Sunrise at Hanpo Pass rewards the early riser. Situated between two
peaks mid—way of a ridge in the southeastern part of Mt. Lushan, the
Pass overlooks Poyang Lake. To the northeast stands Five Old Men
Peak. As its name suggests, the Peak resembles five old men sitting
shoulder to shoulder. Are they too awaiting the sunrise? As the mist dis-
perses, Poyang Lake appears mirror—like in the early morning light.
Gradually the sun’s rays further disperse the mist and casts a red glow
over the white clouds above and the lake below. The river, fields and vil-
lages, and Five Old Men Peak are bathed in brilliant morning light.

Finally, descend from the mountain to view the many spectacular
waterfalls of Mt. Lushan, Yuyuan roars like thunder. Yulian dances as
the water falls like white pearls. One waterfall cascades in three giant
steps. Drive to Xiufeng in the southeastern area of Mt. Lushan to
Mawei or Horse Tail waterfall. Before you is an array of summits,
am?‘ng them twin peaks thrusting like a pair of swords into the sky, and
an “incense burner”, with clouds curling around it like smoke. The water
flowing from above is split by these peaks into two waterfalls; Great
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Five-veteran Peak

Dragon-head Cliff

18

il and Little Horse Tail. From a distance the water falling sey.

Horse Ta
eral hundred meters looks

ipice.

like dazzling white silk hanging from the prec.

Mt, Huang, the * Yellow Mountains” in the lower
a’s cultural heartland from the tenth century on. is
known scenic spots, celebrated for having all the

Yangtze valley, Chin

one of China’s best= .
wonders of mountain scenery: sirange contorted pines, ma

ering rocks, crystal— clear mountain springs and sea _
rounding mountain peaks. According to legend, several .l_;‘
ago the Yellow Emperor helped his friend to
here and so the mountain was named Mt. Huang... =

Mt. Huang might have been the model for m
painters. They were a favorite attraction of scholars, p
who admired their * Three Wonders.” Rocks and p
streams. clouds and mists were the essential ingredig
paintings.

Even such mountains as these did not escape thes
reaucratic order and discipline. Flights of stone steps:
defiles from peak to peak, and visitors on holiday outif
at every choice spot admiring the strange rocks and T
every feature along the way has its name —*the monke§
of clouds,” “a dog baying at the moon,” “the rock that'#

“the shoes of an immortal drying in the sun.” Thus mi
and labeled, nature even here has been restrained ang
brought into the familiar human order. E .

Mt. Huang’s peaks are fascinating. As the saying goes: *Without
reaching Jade Screen Pavilion, a panoramic view of the mountain is im-
possible: without climbing Tiandu (Heavenly Capital) Peak, your trip is
in vain.”

Jade Screen Pavilion, 1,680 meters above sea level, is known as the
“Jade Screen of Heaven". It offers an excellent view of the whole moun-
tain. A unique experience here is to watch white cloud masses drift be-
low after rain, when picturesque mountain peaks. fantastic rock forma-
tions and green pines are enveloped in mist, with only their tops
showing.

Tiandu Peak. at the height of 1.810 meters. is one of the three prin-
cipal peaks of Mt. Huang. The climb. dangerous in the old days. is a
jwalk—c{ver' today. with stone steps placed or hewn along the trail and
iron ch;m?s to cling to. The three—kilometer narrow walk looks from a
ﬂ::?ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁ: I::dcl]”. hanging from precipitous cliffs and people climb-
Dath become - colorful moving ribbon in the mist and clouds. The
passage. It ik narrower near the summit. allowing only single=file

: courage indeed 1o look into the deep chasms below.
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